


 

 

 

Call for Applications 

 Interdisciplinary Research Week at the University of Osnabrück, Germany 

 

Pediatric Neuro-Enhancement 

Ethical, social, and legal questions in comparison between North America and Germany 

Date: March 7-11, 2016 

 

The Institute of Cognitive Science at the University of Osnabrück hosts a research week for 

young researchers funded by the German Ministry of Education and Research. Renowned experts 

from Canada, the UK, and Germany will present and discuss the topic throughout the whole 

week. Besides discussions with international experts and the collaborative development of an 

international study, participants will receive intensive, interdisciplinary feedback on their work. 

Young researchers (postdocs and PhD students) from the neurosciences, medicine, psychology, 

pedagogics, philosophy, theology, law, and social sciences are cordially invited to apply for 

participation in the research week. The research week will be held in English.  

We invite you to send your application (1 page abstract for the planned contribution, 1 page short 

CV with publications) as .pdf-file to the organizer Dr. Saskia Nagel (snagel@uos.de). We are 

looking forward to applications that show connections to the topic, previous work, and readiness 

for intensive and interdisciplinary exchange. 

 
Closing date for applications: December 13, 2015 

 

Costs for travel and accommodation will be covered. Professional childcare will be ensured. The 

revised versions of the presentations will be published as an edited volume soon after the research 

week. All participants are asked to submit their contributions by July 2016. They will receive an 

allowance of 300 Euro. 

 
Contact: 
 
Dr. Saskia K. Nagel 
Institute of Cognitive Science 
University of Osnabrück 
Albrechtstr. 28 
49076 Osnabrück 
Germany 



 

The topic: 

Since several years, the topic “Neuro-Enhancement” gains relevance in academia, practice, 

and the public. Neuro-enhancement is the use of prescription medication and neurotechnologies 

by healthy persons to augment normal cognitive or affective function. While autonomous adults 

might be free to choose to use neuro-enhancement, pediatric neuro-enhancement presents its own 

ethical, social, legal, and developmental issues. Prescription medications with the greatest 

potential for neuro-enhancement use are those with anxiolytic and stimulant properties. In 

children and adolescents, neuro-enhancement appears to be increasing in parallel to the rising 

rates of attention-deficit disorder diagnoses and stimulant medication prescriptions, and the 

opportunities for medication diversion (McCabe et al. 2011, Sharpe 2014, Graf et al. 2014). The 

relation between these factors are unclear and require interdisciplinary efforts. A comparison of 

national positions – on prevalence, the framing in medical discourses, and the ethical, social, and 

legal questions – is necessary to understand and discuss international similarities and differences. 

The key questions for the interdisciplinary research week are:  

 

1) What is pediatric neuro-enhancement? What are the ethical challenges?  

2) Relation between ADHS diagnoses and enhancement? (National differences in the diagnoses; 

motivations, prevalence, and efficacy) 

3) Children as small adults? (Autonomy in development; role for physicians and parents) 

4) Intuitions and arguments for and against pediatric neuro-enhancement? (Manipulation versus 

support; nature and normality in normative arguments)  

5) What are the societal consequences? (Questions of public health; impact of understanding of 

childhood and adolescence; responsibilities of different stakeholders) 

6) Options for politics, teacher, physicians? (Including considerations for guidelines) 

 
 


